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editorial 


of international co-operation some ideas to Paul Cullen and his 
- from schools in Tasmania team next year. 
and Alaska contributing to the same 
project, to USA and Australia co- Special features this edition 
ordinating retrieval of an injured chef include construction of new yacht for 
near Davis Station, and from NZ and  Sub-Antarctic research, the start of 
USA contributing to Christchurch’s a series about women in Antarctica 
Antarctic Festival, to a Tasmanian and the development of more Ant- 
heading a new, multi-national base — arctic education 
camp in Antarctica. 


Te edition is full of examples theirs. | look forward to contributing 


Thanks to all new and _ regular 
contributors who made this edition 
expand to 32 pages, and Ice Breaker 
wishes all readers a safe and happy 
holiday season. 


| flew to Christchurch late Septem- 
ber to attend their Antarctic Festival, 
and was very impressed with the 
range of interesting activities that had 
been organized. While Hobart does 
not have the support of another 
country to hold our Midwinter Festi- Anthea Wallhead 
val, as NZ has USA, | believe a lot Editor, Ice Breaker Magazine 
more effort by a larger team would 
make our Festival as significant as 
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s the new Minister for Economic 
Arreeeeren in Tasmania it is 

with great pleasure that | make 
my first contribution to the Ice Breaker 
— a publication that | know is eagerly 
received by members of our commu- 
nity who like to be kept up-to-date with 
the latest news on Tasmanian-based 
Antarctic activities. 


The Tasmanian Government recog- 
nises the value of the Antarctic sector 
in making significant economic, social 
and cultural contributions to Tasmania. 
It is estimated that the Antarctic sector 
generates more than $147 million 
dollars annually, with almost half of 
this spent in Tasmania. The Antarctic 
sector employs around 800 people in 
a wide range of organisations including 
private enterprise, government, science 
and conservation research, logistics 
support and education. 


As one of five international gateways 
to the Antarctic, Sub-Antarctic and 
Southern Ocean, Hobart is able to 
facilitate access to this region via sea 
and air as it boasts the world’s second 
deepest sea port and the recently 
established Antarctic Airlink. 


In the early 1980s the Antarctic 


Michael Aird 


The Tasmanian Government recognises 


the value of the Antarctic sector. 


sector in Hobart consisted of a small 
group of cosmic ray physicists and 
scientists at the University of Tasmania. 
Today Hobart has become the hub of 
Australia’s Antarctic program. Over two- 
thirds of Australia’s Antarctic scientists 
are now based in Hobart, which is now 
one of the most significant centres for 
Antarctic and Southern Ocean research 
in the world. 


The Tasmanian Government con- 
tinues to Support the Antarctic sector 
through the office of Antarctic Tasmania 
and by facilitating relationships such as 
the recent Joint Venture Agreement 
between the Tasmanian Aquaculture 
and Fisheries Institute (TAFl) and the 
University of Tasmania. 


This is part of a partnership project 
that will build on Tasmania’s strengths 
in the marine and Antarctic field by 
incorporating all existing University 
marine and Antarctic researchers into 
a single large institute — the Institute for 
Marine and Antarctic Science (IMAS). 
IMAS will build on Tasmania's interna- 
tional profile in this field and enhance 
the state’s capacity to attract research 
funding, improve education and _ facili- 
tate industry. 


Hobart is also home to many 
Antarctic-related cultural resources and 
attractions such as the Islands to Ice 
exhibit at the Tasmanian Museum and 
Art Gallery, the sub-Antarctic Plant 
House at the Royal Tasmanian Botani- 
cal Gardens and the Antarctic Polar 
Pathways virtual tour of Tasmania’s 
Antarctic heritage. 


Each year Tasmanian’s are able to 
celebrate our past and present ties to 
Antarctica at the Antarctic Midwinter 
Festival in June. The celebration this 


year included a Midwinter Solstice 
Party, a Lantern Parade, the One 
Planet Extreme Environment Photo 


Competition, the Longest Night Film 
Festival, a Huskies Picnic in St David's 
Park and the ever popular ice sculpting 
competition. 


The Tasmanian Government recog- 
nises the need to support the Antarctic 
sector in Tasmania and | look forward 
to keeping you up-to-date on the 
current activities and initiatives in the 
Antarctic sector. 


Michael Aird 


Minister for Economic Development 


Moving off-ice 


After 10 years of leading climate and 
ecosystems research at the Australian 
Antarctic Division, chief scientist, Pro- 
fessor Michael Stoddart, will be stand- 
ing down. However, he will continue 
to coordinate the Census of Antarctic 
Marine Life project until its completion in 
2010. Since the Director of AAD, Tony 
Press, will also be leaving to become 
CEO at the Antarctic Climate and Eco- 
Systems Co-operative Research Centre, 
it is expected that AAD will announce 
replacements in the new year. 
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New Airport Chief 


Hobart’s International Airport has 
announced that Brett Reiss will be its 
new Chief Executive Officer, replacing 
Wayne Tucker from January 12 next 
year. 


Whale research 


Australia’s Marine Mammal Centre in 
Hobart has been given $6 million to 
prove that Japan’s ‘scientific’ whaling’, 
resulting in the slaughter of up to 1000 
whales annually, is no longer neces- 
sary. Funds will be spent on aerial 


Polar News 


Surveys, satellite tags and genetic 
studies. Only the Sea Shepherd Con- 
servation Society’s vessel Steve Irwin 
will follow and try to deter Japanese 
whalers, while Greenpeace’s ship and 
Australia’s Ocean Viking will be used 
elsewhere. 


Antarctic View 


The Australian Weather calendar 
is now available from the Bureau of 
Meteorology, and includes a photo of 
Anvers Island, Antarctic Peninsula by 
Margaret Brown. Contact www.calen- 
darsales.com.au 
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| eee has a long = and 
proud history of links with the 
Antarctic. One of the first 
magnetic observatories in the world 
was established at Rossbank, on the 
Hobart Domain, in 1840. It undertook 
some of the first observations on the 
geomagnetic properties of the South 
Pole. 


Captain Roald Amundsen actually 
reported he had reached the South 
Pole by cabling King Haakon of Norway 
from the Hobart GPO in March 1912 
and newspaper articles of his feat were 
written by another polar explorer, Sir 
Ernest Shackleton. Sir Douglas Maw- 
son’s 1911 expedition to Macquarie 
Island and Antarctica left from Hobart. 
These are just a few of the many his- 
torical and contemporary links between 
Tasmania and Antarctica. 


In 1982 the Commission for the Con- 
servation of Marine Living Resources 
established its international headquar- 
ters in Hobart. The following year the 
Federal Government’s Antarctic Division 
relocated from Melbourne to Kingston, 
south of Hobart. 


Subsequently, the University of Tas- 
mania has established a world-regarded 
Institute of Antarctic and Southern 
Ocean Studies, the CSIRO Marine 
Research has been set up in Hobart 
and in 2004 the Interim Secretariat for 
the Agreement for the Conservation of 
Albatrosses and Petrels was came into 
being — again in Hobart. 


The Tasmanian Polar Network, estab- 
lished in 19938 to help coordinate the 
cold climate businesses and consultan- 
cies which have developed to support 
these and other important endeavours 
relating to Antarctica, has done a 
marvellous job. Members of the TPN 
Executive have recently returned from 
St Petersburg where they were buoyed 
by their discussions with the Russian 
Antarctic Expedition. Tasmania has 


Will Hodgman 


..the polar link has brought huge 


economic returns to the Tasmanian 


economy. 


become a world-leader in support for 
Antarctica and, in turn, the polar link 
has brought huge economic returns to 
the Tasmanian economy. Wouldn't it 
be marvellous if the Russians decided 
to use Hobart as a staging point for 
their scientific activities; it would cer- 
tainly encourage other Antarctic Treaty 
nations to also consider that oppor- 
tunity? 


The Hobart Port is of course the 
home port of the Australian Antarctic 
research vessel, Aurora Australis, and 
LAstrolabe, the French polar research 
vessel which supports the Dumont 
D’Urville French Base in Antarctica. 


Chris Edwards, who is Chairman of 
the Tasmania Maritime Network, has 
recently reminded us that the Hobart 
Port is a valuable and rare resource in 
that it is the second-deepest natural 
port in the world and members do 
not want to see the Port compromised 
now or into the future by the State 
Government's proposals to build the 
new Royal Hobart Hospital on the 
waterfront site, adjacent to the port. 


It would seem to me that a major 
upgrade of the capabilities of the 
Hobart Port would significantly increase 
the likelihood of other Treaty nations 
looking favourably this taking place, 
and the Tasmanian Polar Network 
has said that there are a number of 
other northern hemisphere nations 
which have expressed interest in using 
Hobart as their point of embarkation 
and disembarkation for Antarctica and 
the Southern Ocean. 


Both the TPN and the Tasmania 
Maritime Network have said that if 
a new hospital were to be built on 
the proposed site it would have an 
adverse impact on the future of the 
Hobart working port, the future of the 


Antarctic shipping industry and other 
important maritime activities. 


The Tasmanian State Government 
does not seem to appreciate that if they 
continue, by their policies, to encour- 
age the disintegration of the Port of 
Hobart, not only will Antarctic activities 
and future opportunities be affected, 
but so will other activities such as the 
visits of cruise ships and the important 
fishing industry. This would result in a 
significant economic loss. One of the 
main reasons Sullivans Cove and the 
Hobart Port precinct is world famous 
is that it manages to combine wonder- 
ful heritage assets intertwined with a 
working port. In many other places 
in the world, the working activities of 
ports have often been slowly margin- 
alised — and then excluded. It would 
be devastating if that were to happen 
in Hobart. 


This Antarctic cohort has come 
about largely through international and 
Australian Government support, and it 
is a great shame that the Tasmanian 
Government has shown inertia in pro- 
actively pursuing other opportunities, 
including longer term possibilities such 
as the relocation of the USA Antarc- 
tic staging base from Christchurch to 
Hobart. 


| hope that, in the infrastructure 
submission the State Government has 
recently sent to Canberra to bid for 
Tasmania's share of funds from the 
$20 billion Building Australia Fund, there 
is particular emphasis on enhancing 
Hobart’s Port capabilities to encourage 
further international interest in Tasma- 
nia’s wonderful potential as a leading 
Antarctic support and provision hub. 


Will Hodgman 
Leader of the Opposition 
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acquarie Island is Tasmania’s 
Myre remote territory, a place 

of national responsibility and 
international significance. 


AS many readers will be aware, for 
a brief, critical time in this World Her- 
itage treasure’s history, it became a 
political battleground waged in far off 
Hobart and Canberra. In 2006, as the 
Tasmanian Government sought to shirk 
its ethical and financial responsibilities 
and the Commonwealth (itself con- 
tinually underfunding World Heritage 
management) dug in; rabbits, rats and 
mice were doing their own digging and 
despoiling of wild Macquarie Island. 


The images of denuded, mudslip 
hillsides and homeless Albatross are 
enough to break the heart. And, it 
continues this day. It will continue, 
unchecked, until 2010, when the first 
response to the feral infestation — the 
baiting teams and the dogs now in 
training - will be in situ. We can only 
wish the effort speedy success so the 
island’s lush Sub-Alpine vegetation and 
key habitats are soon given the chance 
to recover. And, we can but pray the 
damage done to this once pristine 
island is not beyond repair. 


Right now, Macquarie Island’s mar- 
vellous biodiversity is under assault and 
it is a matter of extreme frustration to 
all who value our World Heritage assets 
that precisely zero eradication will take 
place on the ground until 2010. That’s 
at least five years after the scale of 
the threat was first officially recognised. 
Too much time has been wasted by 
bickering and blame-shifting. That is 
a fact. As a result, the $24.6 million 
Commonwealth and State eradication 
plan is at least two years behind a 
reasonable schedule. Much havoc has 
been wrought in that period but there 
are many good people now working 
intensively on the program’s planning, 
science and strategy to try to make up 
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Cassy O'Connor 


..bring Macquarie Island back from 
the ecological brink... 


for this lost time. 


Macquarie Island’s remoteness and 
harsh extremes, the ruggedness of its 
landscape, surmount their own vast 
planning and logistical challenges. The 
seven year plan is, according to Tas- 
mania’s Environment Minister Michelle 
O'Byrne MP, the largest attempted in 
the world to date. Work done and cur- 
rently underway includes the construc- 
tion of twenty-one rabbit ‘exclosure’ 
plots on the island These are designed 
to help over-grazed plant communities 
recover, and to be the seed fonts for 
revegetation in the future. 


The Tasmanian Government reports 


that shooting of rabbits ceased in 
December 2007. The rationale for this 
approach being that the pestilential 
rabbit population will be naive to some 
of the eradication weapons that will be 
put to use across the 12,870 hectares 
of Macquarie Island just under two 
years hence. 


The Greens support every effort 
being undertaken to bring Macquarie 
Island back from the ecological brink 
and restore its unspoiled wildness once 
again. 


Cassy O'Connor 


Tasmanian Greens Spokesperson on 
Antarctic Affairs 
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n order to ‘put it on the record’, 
| intend to commit this message to 
the issue which has dominated the 
Tasmanian Polar Network’s activities 
over the past few months — the threat 
to the future of the Port of Hobart — 
by proposed non port related uses, 
in particular the State Government's 
seemingly closed minded decision 
to redevelop the new Royal Hobart 
Hospital on the soon to be redundant 
Domain railyards’ site. 


For starters, | want to say that if 
someone told me 20 years ago that 
we would be seriously considering, as 
a matter of considered choice, sig- 
nificantly reducing the potential of the 
Port of Hobart — | would have told 
them they must have taken leave of 
their senses. It is my understanding 
that when Lieutenant Bowen moved 
the fledging Hobart Town from its 
original Risdon Cove site down river to 
its current Sullivan’s Cove site, he had 
one thing particularly in mind -— deep 
water for the developing port both 
then and into the future. In doing so 
he displayed admirable foresight that 
seems to be absent in our State’s 
leaders today. In my view, we have a 
responsibility to preserve and protect 
the heritage and potential of Hobart’s 
port and to hand it on to those who 
follow us as has been done for us. |, 
for one, do not want to be the focus 
of future regrets of why and how we 
let the port slip in the 2000's. 


It was with this in mind that we 
first heard of the Government’s plans, 
through the Sullivan’s Cove Waterfront 
Authority (SCWA), to take over a sig- 
nificant part of the port precinct for 
tourists and diners who, they say, now 
need to extend their socialising into 
the working port beyond their already 
significant access to the Salamanca/ 
Princes Wharf/Brooke _ Street/Eliza- 
beth Wharf sub-precinct. The SCWA 


Bill Lawson 


a responsibility to preserve and 
protect the heritage and potential of 


Hobart’s 


quietly signalled their intent to allow 
pedestrain access to the entire Mac- 
quarie Wharf complex from Victoria 
Dock right through to the Queens 
Domain with a waterfront hotel on 
Macquarie 6 for good measure. 
When we queried this planning we 
were told the city needed a ‘gritty 
edge with the working port’ but it 
quickly became clear to us that the 
needs of the port had not even been 
considered. This was reinforced by 
the fact that the port users had not 
been consulted before the SCWA 
plans were announced. 


The next imposition on the port 
came with the unheralded announce- 
ment of a ‘done deal’ for a new Hotel 
and associated tourist focused facilities, 
including ferries, at Brookes Street Pier. 
The little information released showed 
a finger wharf extending far into Sul- 
livan’s Cove, potentially sterilising the 
existing Princes Wharf berths where 
the Antarctic and Southern Ocean fleet 
currently tie up over winter. 


This was followed by the State Gov- 
ernment’s declaration of the soon to 
be redundant Domain Railyards as the 
preferred site for the new Royal Hobart 
Hospital. This was done without public 
consultation or input other than site 
selection criteria and seemingly without 
any consideration of the needs of the 
Port of Hobart. In my view, a piece 
of stunning, self-serving Government 
decision-making of the type perhaps 
expected, and accepted, in times of 
war. 


All of this has compelled the TPN 
to commit substantial time, resources 
and emotion to the preservation of 
the Port of Hobart — seemingly a long 
way from our core focus of pursuit 
and development of Antarctic and 
Southern Ocean based opportunities. 


port... 


Given that we are doing our best to 
convince other nations to make Hobart 
their port of preference, we have had 
little choice. In doing this we have 
joined forces with the Tasmanian Mari- 
time Network and produced substantial, 
formal submissions to both the SCWA 
and the new Royal Project Team — 
both documents are available in full 
on our website’s homepage — www. 
ton.aq. In both cases we have asked 
the Authority and the Government, as 
the proponents for change, a series of 
set questions that we believe deserve 
answers. At the time of writing this 
message for ‘Ice Breaker’ we are being 
classically ‘stonewalled’ by both SCWA 
and the Government. Worse than that, 
the response in the case of the RHH 
Project, has been a series of expen- 
sive and superficial advertisements 
designed to convince the populous of 
the wisdom of the RHH on the old 
railyards’ site. 


In conclusion, | personally regret 
being placed into this time-wasting, 
adversarial role with the State Govern- 
ment, which has otherwise been so 
supporting of the TPN and our work 
since inception in the early 90’s. It is 
my hope that we will soon be able 
to cease this ‘Port Defence’ thrust as 
others rightly take up the cause and 
we can again concentrate on our core 
focus. 


Bill Lawson. 
Chairman, TPN. 
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Polar Pathways....your journey 
begins here 


ith Ice Breaker now being sent 
to schools throughout Tasma- 
nia, | thought it an opportune 


time to promote Polar Pathways to the 
expanded readership. Polar Pathways 
was an idea that emerged after the 
paper Hobart, Tasmania: Antarctic and 
Southern Ocean Connections (1998), 
authored by Lorne Kriwoken and John 
Williamson was published in the journal 
Polar Record. 


Tasmania’s connection with Ant- 
arctica goes back millions of years, 
when continents were fused in the 
super continent of Gondwana. When 
Gondwana broke up, Tasmania was 
last to separate. We also share a long 
human history, starting with James 
Cook’s epic Antarctic voyage of 1770’s. 
Hobart, a major base for 19th century 
sealing and whaling, featured in the 
historic voyages of James Clark Ross, 
Dumont D’Urville, Castern Bourch- 
grevink, Douglas Mawson and Roald 
Amundsen. 


Today as headquarters for Austral- 
ian Antarctic operations, host city for 
international Antarctic organisations and 
a major centre for Antarctic research, 
management and education, Hobart 
holds pre-eminent place amongst Ant- 
arctica’s ‘gateway cities’. Many of these 
places in and around the city provide 
us with tangible links to Tasmania’s 
rich Antarctic heritage. 


In 1990, Polar Pathways self guided 
walking tour was launched in a bro- 
chure highlighting 19 sites of interest in 
and around Hobart’s waterfront, follow- 
ing in the footsteps of the pioneers of 
Antarctic exploration. 


Today, Polar Pathways has been 
expanded to cover 380 historic and 
contemporary sites taking in such loca- 
tions as the Royal Botanical Gardens’ 
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Ben Galbraith 


Hobart holds pre-eminent place 


Sub-Antarctic Plant House, Mount Wel- 
lington and further afield to Captain 
Cook’s landing at Adventure Bay. 


Visitors are now provided with an 
extensive array of interpretive informa- 
tion through a new brochure (site guide) 
and dedicated interactive website. The 
flash-based website features a slide- 
show with an accompanying narration 
for each of the 30 sites. To further 
enhance the experience of the Polar 
Pathways walking and driving tours, 
podcasts are now available for all sites. 
Visitors are able to download all or 
a selection of sites to listen on their 
computer or transfer the Podcasts to 
their MPS player for listening whilst 
touring the sites. 


The Tasmania Museum and Art 
Gallery acts as the ideal starting point 
for the self guided walking and driving 
tours and also features an interactive 
interpretive installation promoting Polar 
Pathway tours. Visitors are able to 
collect a brochure and explore the 
Islands to Ice Exhibition Southern 
Ocean prior to setting out on their own 
to explore sites further afield. 


The Polar Pathways website is 
an initiative of Antarctic Tasmania, 
The Sustainable Tourism Cooperative 
Research Centre, The University of 
Tasmania and the Tasmanian Museum 
and Art Gallery. 


The following institutions, organisa- 
tions and individuals also have been 
central to the development of the Polar 
Pathways website in providing imagery, 
information, resources and support: 
Antarctic Tasmania, The Sustainable 
Tourism Cooperative Research Centre, 
The University of Tasmania, The Tas- 
manian Museum & Art Gallery, Aus- 
tralian Antarctic Division, State Library 
of Tasmania, National Archives of 
Australia, National Library of Australia. 
Polar Pathways concept development, 
research and writing: John Williamson, 


amongst Antarctica’s ‘gateway cities’. 


Lorne Kriwoken, Peter Boyer, Phil 
Wood, Tony Phelps, Jon Tiller, Matt 
Daniels , Annie Rushton , Jacqui Ward, 
Michelle Nichols. 


The ongoing development of the 
Polar Pathways website and promo- 
tional materials is part of the State 
Government’s. efforts to foster the 
development of Tasmania's Antarctic 
tourism offer and to promote Hobart 
as an Antarctic tourism gateway. The 
strategy has included the development 
of cooperative marketing materials 
promoting the emerging cluster of 
local gateway attractions, such as the 
Islands to Ice Exhibition at the Tas- 
manian Museum and Art Gallery, and 
Sub-Antarctic Plant House at the Royal 
Tasmanian Botanical Gardens. 


| encourage you all to explore the 
Polar Pathways and discover some 
fascinating byways of Antarctic history 
on line at www.polarpathways.info and 
then take a leisurely stroll or drive to 
learn more about Tasmania's rich Ant- 
arctic heritage. 


Ben Galbraith 


Director Antarctic Tasmania 
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Antarctic Spirtty, 


trial Site in Tasmania, the new yacht 

Convergence is starting to show off 
its distinctive Southern Ocean character. 
Owner and skipper Scott Laughlin has 
designed the 16 metre aluminium yacht 
to cater for Sub-Antarctic research 
cruises and has consulted naval archi- 
tects, scientists and logistics personnel 
to achieve this aim. 


| na large shed on the Electrona Indus- 


Scott has over twenty years of sea 
experience and has held a master Class 
1 Certificate of Competency for thirteen 
years. He has served as Captain of 
Aurora Australis for the last six years 
and is due to command Voyages 2 
and 5 this season. 


To ensure Convergence meets his 
specific standards of safety and versa- 
tility, Scott is overseeing all aspects of 
construction and outfitting — from the 
modular interior that can be configured 
to suit the needs of the charterer (on 
left), to the retractable keel, rudder 
and steering gear (on right), which 
allow the yacht to beach for unloading 
equipment. With the majority of alu- 
minium components being individually 
fabricated by Scott and his employees, 
steady progress is being made, and 
Scott is hopeful of a launch next year 
in readiness for the 2009-2010 Antarc- 
tic season. 


2 


Whereas research can be limited 
by schedules and fuel costs that are 
essential to operating a larger vessel, 
Convergence offers an affordable and 
highly efficient alternative. By accom- 
modating twelve people with cargo and 
equipment, the yacht is able to remain 
on location, whether it be on sea-ice 
or remote islands, until all sampling 
requirements are satisfied. With more 
specific projects, fewer personnel 
means that scientists will be better 
able to share real-tine data and ideas 
during continuous sampling, as well as 
communicate with colleagues or family 
by satellite phone or the Internet. 


4 


Scott and Convergence 


Convergence is the first yacht of 
its type to be built in Tasmania and is 
already attracting international attention. 

Sponsors interested in sharing that 
attention, and companies interested in 
having their equipment used and_ pro- 
moted through this unique vessel, are 
asked to contact Scott on his website: 
www.antarcticspirit.com. 

Crewmembers willing to withstand 
Sub-Antarctic weather conditions are also 
encouraged to apply. 

Next year's second Sub-Antarctic 
Forum will provide an ideal opportunity 
for Convergence to be promoted to del- 
egates involved in research in this area. 
Ice Breaker will be following progress 
and wishes Scott every success in this 
new venture. 
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orn on the 15th of May, 1940, 
PR pve Maria Uca-Marinescu 

is now the foremost Romanian 
female explorer of all time, having 
become famous as the first woman 
of any nation to walk solo from top to 
bottom of Africa and the first Roma- 
nian to walk to both North and South 
Poles. 


In 2008 she became the President 
of the Olympic Commission for sport & 
medicine and is also on the Romanian 
Olympic committee. 


In December 2001 she was part of 
the International "Ski the Last Degree" 
Expedition which arrived at the South 
Pole. The expedition team of 2 guides 
and 5 individuals had earlier flown by 
Adventure Network International aircraft 
to a location 60 miles north of the 
South Pole from where they skied the 
last 60 miles to the Pole, arriving on 
Christmas Day 2001. 


The following photo shows the 
members arriving at the actual Geo- 
graphic South Pole, which is indicated 
by the small metal marker in the snow 
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Ice Birds 
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alongside the American Flag. 


After arriving at the South Pole, 
the "Ski The Last Degree Expedition" 
set up a temporary tent camp (shown 
above) while they joined in Christmas 
festivities with the Americans at the 
South Pole including witnessing the 
annual race around the world. After a 
few days the expedition was picked up 
by an Adventure Network aircraft and 
flown to Patriot Hills before flying back 
eventually to Punta Arenas in South 
America. 
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Above: LAST DEGREE1 2001 
(December 25th) South Pole auto- 
graphed Postcard. This postcard was 
posted with payment indicated by the 
American South Pole APO meter. The 
expedition cachet at lower left was a 
personal one produced by Maria Uca- 
Marinescu who has also signed the 
postcard in the center. 


This coming season, Maria hopes to 
visit the South Magnetic Pole. 


(Information kindly supplied by Klaus 
Arne Pedersen, 
NZ.) 


Antarctic Services, 


Diana Patterson 
- 
’ 


hen Diana Patterson was 
appointed station leader at 
Mawson in 1989, she was 


the first woman in the world to hold 
that position. She had spent a summer 


at Casey in 1987/88 and in 1995 
was station leader at Davis. Diana’s 
extensive fieldwork experience included 
assisting glaciologists at Law Dome, 
counting Emperor penguins midwinter 
and leading a traverse from Mawson 
to the Prince Charles Mountains. She 
also ran with the huskies in one of 
the last classic dog runs over sea ice 
to Kloa penguin rookery. Since then, 
Diana spent ten years with passen- 
gers on Qantas Antarctic overflights for 
Croydon Travel and this year will be 
lecturing on various Antarctic subjects 
aboard ‘Orion’ with Don and Margie 
Mcintyre, Tasmanian Polar Network 
members. 


Diana’s family has a long historical 
connection with Antarctic activities, with 
her grandmother being a neighbour of 
Louis Bernacchi on Maria Island and a 
great-aunt marrying Bernacchi’s brother. 
These days, when not voyaging to 
Antarctica, Diana commutes between 
Victoria and New Zealand. It was very 
interesting to meet Diana while | was in 
Christchurch and | hope to have more 
contact with her after her forthcoming 
voyage. 


WWW.ICEWALL.COM.AU/ICEBREAKERMAGAZINE 


n September 25 | left Hobart 
O« Christchurch New Zealand, 

to attend their Antarctic Fes- 
tival. | was invited to attend by Jo 
Blair from the Christchurch City Council 
(CCC) and looked forward to attend- 
ing a range of events organised to 
herald the start if the new Antarctic 
season. Jo Blair and Shirley Johnson 
from CCC visited Hobart’s Midwinter 
Festival this year and it was interesting 
to see what events were similar and 
what were different. | arrived after mid- 
night on Friday and met up with Klaus 
Pedersen, Ice Breaker’s stamp cover 
and photo contributor, who offered to 
take me to Festival events and show 
me Christchurch’s major connections 
to The Ice. 

On Friday morning | visited Can- 
terobury Museum and toured their 
extensive display, which traced 
the history of Antarctic discovery, 
showing machinery and equipment 
used, aS well as geology, fossils and 
skeletons, including one of a leopard 
seal. There were more Antarctic arti- 
facts and a larger space used than 
TMAG and archival Antarctic refer- 
ences were available every afternoon 


| also viewed the Antarctic land- 
scapes by A.A. Deans at Christchurch 
Art Gallery and was amused to see 
a sculpture of a seal balancing wheel 
and chair at top of main stairway. 


On Friday afternoon | saw several 
different school groups arrive for the 
start of Gateway to Base — The ‘Brand 
Bubble’ special snowball screen video 
link with Scott base. Students were 
able to ask prepared questions of base 
staff for over 2 hours and a choir sang 
to base staff. 


This event was held near a statue 
of Shackleton and outside our City 
O-Tautahi, a CCC venue for The Big 
Bergs — local people’s Antarctic con- 
nections. Corners of rooms were set 
up with seats, photos and headphones 
for visitors to listen to Antarcticans’ 
stories. This was linked to a school’s 
project, with paper available for any 
visitor to record their Antarctic con- 


Christchurch-s AntarctiG.bestival. 
nection. | wrote about Igloos and gave 
web references the Tasmanian Polar 
Network. This venue also exhibited 


large photos of Antarctic landscapes 
by Andris Apse. 


On Friday night Klaus and | attended 
the opening of the 2008-2009 Ant- 
arctic Season's Civic Cocktail Recep- 
tion at the Robert McDougall Gallery, 
Christchurch Botanic Gardens. | met 
Shirley Johnson from CCC who was 
greeting people as they arrived at the 
gate as well as by Mayor Bob Parker 
who welcomed people at the door. The 
Gallery held 200-300 people for the 
reception and the event was compered 
by Lou Sanson, Head of Antarctic NZ, 
who first welcomed everyone in the 
Maori language, before introducing Bob 
Parker, and other speakers. 


There was a very strong presence 
of US and NZ Antarctic and Defence 
Forces people, plus local and national 
politicians, and the Ambassadors of 
Korea, Joon-gyl Lee and of Italy, Dr 
Trixxino. Many comments were made 
about the Koreans setting up base at 
Christchurch and a Korean girl played 
a beautiful violin piece as part of the 
acknowledgement of the Koreans and 
their Antarctic plans. 


Others who attended included 
a representative the from National 
Science Foundation Logistics who flew 
in specially from Washington, on behalf 
of Carl Erb, head of NSF, who sent a 
message to be read out. Sam Feolia 
from Raytheon also flew in from Colo- 


rado for the launch. 
continued >> 
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This Reception was a significant 


event attended by many _ influential 
people and | was able to meet and 
give my card to Lou Sanson; the 
Ambassador of Italy; the Mayor; 
Michelle and Rodney Russ from 
Heritage Expeditions; Lianne Dalziel 
MP who attended on behalf of Helen 
Clark, and David Harrowfield, South 
Latitude Research Ltd. In one of the 
smaller gallery rooms, which held an 
ice sculpture of Sir Edmund Hillary, | 
was privileged to meet Lady Hillary, 
Sir Edmund’s widow, and_ other 
friends of Klaus Pedersen. 


| also met Jim McGann, US pilot, 
who has flown 300 flights to Antarctica, 
flew the first night flight recently and 
also flew Skytraders' Airbus on its first 
flight to Antarctica last year. 


He was responsible for flying a C17 
Globemaster low over Christchurch 
before landing at the Airport on Friday. 
As he was retiring this year, the Mayor 
presented him with gifts from the 
Council for his achievements. 


On Saturday | visited the Lyttleton 
Historical Museum, which houses relics 
of early shipping activities and Antarc- 
tic exploration, including those of Scott 
and Shackleton. 
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CShe-capade Adventure 


Later that day | visited Akaroa, 
birthplace of Frank Worsley, Shack- 
leton’s navigator on the Endurance. 
The Akaroa Museum housed a large 
display of photos, text and memorabilia 
of Worsley’s adventurous life, including 
his tale of survival in Antarctica in the 
1914-1916 expedition. Another section 
of the Museum displayed artefacts of 
French expeditioners, and a short film 
of Akaroa’s history ran continuously 
during opening hours. 
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On Sunday | was taken out to 
Christchurch Airport for the Antarctic 
Ice-Capade. 


Firstly | visited the International 
Antarctic Centre, which was very 
popular and busy. | received a free 
sticker and bookmark on entry, and 
an offer of a photo taken in front of 
an Antarctic scene to buy if wanted. | 
walked through a room with ‘snow’ in 
the air, watched fairy penguins being 
fed, and spent time in the main exhi- 
bition area, where displays based on 
questions about Antarctica and several 
examples/options/samples shown for 
answers. This area was well set out 
to encourage interest in Antarctica, 
without being crowded, and with many 
hands-on items. 


| could not help but compare the 
displays with those once in Antarctic 
Adventure. Everything seemed more 
animated and exciting. There were 
even low, penguin-shaped boards with 
questions and answers for young chil- 
dren to use and a little room just for 
children and soft toy penguins.[photo 


In another room, a large cinema 
screen showed a fantastic film of heli- 
copter views of Scott base and inland 
to dry valleys, peaks, glaciers and 


wind-swept areas. In the foyer there 
was a range of brochures for activi- 
ties targeting children of different ages, 
from pre-school to overseas students, 
plus the possibility of sleepovers, and 
the souvenir shop was full of Antarctic- 
related clothing, books, art and craft 
work, soft toys and other gifts. 
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Outside, there were a variety of 


activities for families: 
e A huge inflatable ‘sinking Titanic’ 
for children to climb up and slide 
down. 


* Haaglund rides — around the 
Antarctic buildings centre, up and 
down a slope and into shallow 
water. 

e Alaskan malamutes to pat. | 
talked to dog handler, mentioned 
our AMF and dog sled races in 
the park. 

e An information table with Festi- 
val programs, Children’s programs 
and Map Guides, and people able 
to explain activities. 

e Stalls with coffee, food, cloth- 
ing, SOuvenirs etc. 


Over the road from these activities 
was the airport, with a C17 Globe- 
master open and available from the 


rear and cockpit — as well as two 
Hercules C130s, one of them equipped 
with skis. There were queues of people 
waiting to go aboard, but not too long 
to wait. Stickers and badges were 
available to buy. 


Security at the airport was obvious, 
with both a military and police pres- 
ence. Although parking close-by was 
not permitted, all activities were within 
easy walking distance. 


Also on Sunday, there was an Ant- 
arctic Service in Christchurch Cathe- 
dral, in memory of Sir Edmund Hillary. 
| did not attend but saw the Erebus 
Chalice on Ice on Monday. It seemed 
to be made in moulds, not carved, but 
looked very impressive in the cathedral 
entrance. The actual silver chalice is 
taken down to Antarctica each season 
and transferred to the Chapel of the 
Snows at McMurdo Station. 


On Monday | met with Klaus at 
Steven McLachlan’s Shades Stamp 


Shop. Steven has a large and fas- 
cinating collection of Antarctic-related 
stamps and works with Klaus to create 
stamp covers acknowledging major 
Antarctic events. 


During this last day in Christchurch, 
| also went to Antarctic House, where 
the Tasmanian Antarctic Midwinter Fes- 
tival Photo Competition Winners were 
well displayed with write-ups on each 
winner. | met Michelle Russ from Herit- 
age Expeditions again, whose offices 
were upstairs from the photo displays. 
We discussed the problems Hobart has 
with providing fuel at short notice to 
visiting ships bound for Antarctica, and 
was told this can also be a problem at 
Christchurch sometimes. 


Klaus also arranged for me _ to 
meet Diana Patterson, the first woman 
station leader at Mawson, and | have 
written a separate article about this 
meeting. | did not have time to attend 
any Lectures or Films at the Antarctic 
Festival but there was a very interest- 
ing selection available. 


My trip ended early Tuesday, getting 
up at 3.45 a.m. to catch a_ shuttle 
bus to the airport, and finally arriving 
back in Hobart early in the afternoon. 
Thanks to Klaus and Steven for helping 
me discover what the Christchurch 
Antarctic community has to offer. 

continued >> 
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| was very impressed with the range 
and quality of Festival events and 
these raised many questions about 
the amount of energy Hobart puts into 
its Antarctic Midwinter Festival. Having 
more people involved would make a 
big difference. 


Points for consideration include: 

e Are we inviting enough from 
state and federal government rep- 
resentatives to attend our Midwin- 
ter celebrations? 

e Should we invite consuls and 
other countries’ representatives to 
attend? 
* Should we ask other countries 
to contribute to, or sponsor Mid- 
winter activities? 

* Should we invite overseas Ant- 
arcticans to attend? 


e Are we inviting enough busi- 
nesses, schools and community 
organisations to participate? 

e Should we hold a_ reception, 
inviting more of the above, in a 
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large venue to celebrate Hobart’s 
Antarctic connections? 


Re Children’s programs: 


The International Antarctic Centre 
has flyers suggesting activities for stu- 
dents of different ages: 

e Pre-School 

e Primary School 

* Secondary School 

e Holiday Programme 
e International Students 
e Sleepovers 


Christchurch Antarctic Festival 2008 
has a separate Children’s Programme, 
which outlines activities catering for 
students and children in general, 
including a colouring in competition on 
the back. 


Hobart tends to cater for more adult- 
oriented events and | think Hobart’s 
Midwinter activities for children need 
more sponsorship and more volunteers 
to assist with TMAG’s excellent schools 
programs. 


As there are always people willing 
to assist with Antarctic Midwinter Fes- 
tival events in June each year, perhaps 
AMF Volunteers, working throughout 
the year, could discuss events worth 
developing, contact more sponsors to 
promote these events, then advertise 
them on the AMF website and have 
programs and flyers printed and dis- 
tributed before the AMF each June. 


If anyone is interested in finding out 
more about the Christchurch Festival, 
| would be happy to provide more 
details.[Ed] 
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e International Polar Year 2007- 
2008 is the largest internationally 
coordinated polar research effort 
in the past 50 years, with over 160 
endorsed science projects, with a strong 
interdisciplinary emphasis and with the 
involvement of researchers from more 
than 60 countries. IPY is taking place 
during a period of significant planetary 
change, change that is particularly 
evident in the polar regions. These 
polar changes are important because 
a number of feedbacks involving ocean 
currents, sea ice and the carbon cycle 
have the potential to accelerate the 
rate of climate change globally. IPY is 
a truly international endeavour 


Although no dedicated IPY funding 
was available for Australian research- 
ers, much of our national research 
effort has been directed towards IPY 
activities over the past two years and 
Australia has made a very significant 
contribution to IPY. Australians took 
a leadership role in around ten IPY 
projects, including three major interna- 
tional marine science projects, as well 
as participating in many others. 


Researchers at the Antarctic Climate 
and Ecosystems CRC led the led the 
major IPY projects Sea Ice Physics 
& Ecosystem eXperiment (SIPEX) and 
Climate of Antarctica and the Southern 
Ocean (CASO). SIPEX was reported in 
Ice Breaker No. 41. 


CASO was a multinational, multi- 
ship oceanographic survey to provide 
a circumpolar snapshot of physical 
environment of the Southern Ocean, 
with links to biogeochemistry, ecology, 
and biodiversity. Data from robotic 
ocean profiling floats, instrumented 
marine mammals and data collected 
during IPY cruises have supplemented 
the previously limited observations from 
the Southern Ocean. They show that 
the Southern Ocean has warmed more 
rapidly than the global ocean average, 


lan Allison 


Science achievements during the 
International Polar Year 2007-2008. 


and that dense water formed near Ant- 
arctica and exported to lower latitudes 
has freshened in some locations and 
warmed in others. New analyses show 
that the freshening of Antarctic Bottom 
Water is now circumpolar in extent. 


In other IPY work, some of the 
most significant advances have been 
in assessing the state of the Greenland 
and Antarctic ice sheets. The IPCC 
Fourth Assessment Report (which used 
information published up until about 
mid-2006) reported that together the 
Greenland ice sheets were contributing 
around 0.4 mm/yr to sea level rise. In 
the short time since then, there have 
been several new assessments using 
different modern techniques  (satel- 
lite altimetry, satellite gravity, satellite 
estimates of ice discharge and high 
resolution meteorological modelling). 


Although there remain considerable 
errors and differences between these 
estimates, it is now appears certain that 
both the Greenland and West Antarctic 
ice sheets are losing mass. There is 
strong evidence that the rate of loss 
from Greenland has increased from 
about 0.15 mm per year of sea level 
rise equivalent in the mid 1990s to as 
much as 0.5 mm per year recently. 


Both the Antarctic Peninsula and 
West Antarctica are losing mass from 
accelerated ice discharge, and while 
East Antarctica may be gaining mass, 
overall the Antarctic ice sheet is con- 
tributing 0.2 to 0.4 per year to sea 
level rise. This coming season, Aus- 
tralia will contribute to two internation- 
ally collaborative airborne surveys that 
will use sophisticated ice penetrating 
radar and other geophysical systems 
to map characteristics of the ice and 
underlying bedrock over vast areas of 
the Antarctic on a scale not seen since 
the International Geophysical Year. 


These are but a very few of the 
many scientific achievements which 


will continue to flow from IPY projects 
for many years. The rapid pace of 
scientific advance and our increasing 
awareness of mankind’s impact on the 
Earth system as a whole suggest that 
research and data from this IPY will 
leave a lasting legacy in many fields of 
polar science. 


But IPY has also strengthened inter- 
national coordination of research and 
enhanced _ international collaboration 
and cooperation in polar regions. — It 
has advanced public understanding 
worldwide of the critical role of polar 
regions in global dynamics; and it has 
attracted and developed a new gen- 
eration of polar researchers. A new 
international and interdisciplinary Asso- 
ciation of Early Career Polar Scientists 
(APECS), driven by self-motivated and 
energetic young scientists, has been 
established within the IPY framework. 


Finally, IPY is establishing a legacy of 
observing sites, facilities and systems 
to support ongoing polar research and 
monitoring. This includes sophisticated 
new and expanded observational capa- 
bilities (Satellite and airborne remote 
sensing, automated fixed and mobile 
observing systems, new __ analytical 
techniques), new national observa- 
tional assets such as polar stations 
and transport networks (e.g. Australia’s 
intercontinental air link) introduced as 
part of IPY, and detailed plans for sus- 
tained polar observing systems in both 
hemispheres. 


IPY has demonstrated the benefits 
of, and necessity for an enhanced level 
of support for polar research into the 
future. The surge of polar science initi- 
ated by IPY will not suddenly stop at 
the end of the IPY observing period, 
and a number of IPY initiated projects 
will continue well beyond. 


lan Allison 
a/g CEO ACE CRC 
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An Expedition into Antarctic Learning 


n Monday 25 October 1999 
while working at the Antarctic 
Division | picked up this posting 


on the website “Discussion Related to 
the South Pole’. 


I'm a fourth grade teacher in Illinois 
in the States. We send little traveling 
bears called "Geobears" (geography 
bears) all around the world. The bears 
send back postcards and photos and 
letters from other students or whoever. 
I'm looking for someone in Australia to 
send a bear to. Also, anyone else out 
there who is interested....let me know. 
We try to hit every continent we can 
during the school year. We track the 
progress of the bears on two large 
maps...one of the United States and 
one of the world. Drop me a line if you 
want to participate. 


Betty Trummel 
Crystal Lake, Illinois 


PS. | spent 6 weeks in McMurdo 
last season as part of program called 
"Teachers Experiencing Antarctica." | 
took a bear with me down there and 
the kids were very excited. We cur 
rently have another bear traveling with 
folks in Mactown right now. Fun! 


! was taken with this idea and as | 
was about to go south on another trip 
with the Antarctic Division this time as 
Voyage Leader, | sent an email to Betty 
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and volunteered to take one of her 
Geobears. Brownie (bottom left) duly 
arrived in the mail and had _ his first 
introduction to the world of Antarctica 
at a pre-departure briefing where | 
recall saying that we ‘old hands’ had 
perhaps become blasé about Antarc- 
tica and that we should try and keep a 
perspective by seeing it, like Brownie, 
as if for the first time as there was 
much we still had to learn. 


Brownie shared his adventures with 
Betty, her class and other students 
at the John L Husmann Elementary 
School in Illinois School District 47, by 
way of emails, photographs and other 
souvenirs. Somewhat ignominiously he 
returned to Chicago by way of the 
postal service. 


Later in 2000 | was appointed Deputy 
Leader on another trip south, and got 
back in touch with Betty for another 
Geobear. Berkley was the emissary 
on this occasion and on his arrival 
in Australia teamed up with OzGold 
who had just completed a wonderful 
stint at the Sydney Olympics. Berkley 
and OzGold (top right) made a formi- 
dable team engaged on a whole raft of 
shipboard and on-shore activities and 
shared their experiences by email and 
digital photos with Betty and others in 
the USA. 


Part way through the voyage | 
made the suggestion to Betty that | 
should perhaps bring Berkley back to 
his school rather than subject him to 
the mail system. The suggestion was 
embraced and within four days Betty 
rallied enough interest in her School 
District to raise via a small levy on 
each interested student, enough funds 
to cover the bulk of my fares. 


So, Berkley, OzGold and | did a 
whirlwind tour of schools in Illinois and 
some other areas talking not only of 
their trio but also of the Australian 
Antarctic Program. We extended an 
invitation to Betty to come to Tasmania 
to share her Antarctic experiences and 
knowledge of the American Antarctic 
program and the Teachers Experienc- 


ing Antarctica program with schools 
and the Antarctic community here. 


Betty’s trip took in a huge number 
of schools in Southern Tasmania and 
she also gave talks to a number of 
audiences and interest groups around 
Tasmania, including one at the Antarctic 
Division. It was at this that Betty made 
a gift of Antarctic related books and 
tapes ‘to help students in Tasmania 
with their understanding of Antarctica’. 
The gift was immediately reciprocated 
by the Division by donating a number 
of other books and tapes to the col- 
lection. (opposite above) 


The Division’s gift was soon sup- 
ported by gifts and support from 
individuals, other Antarctic agencies as 
well as by organisations such as King- 
borough Council and ‘FOLK’, Friends 
of Library Kingston. 


And so The Ice Box was born and 
had its schools launch at Blackmans 
Bay Primary School (opposite below) 
soon after and it grew from there. 


From a single box in 2001, the 
project grew with new material added 
from gifts and donations, from small 
grants and support from a wide range 
of businesses in the Kingborough area 
and others in Hobart. 


By 2008 The Ice Box comprised 
seven kits — 3 aimed at Primary 
Schools, two for Middle school and 
two structured for High School use. 


The kits had a wide range of material 
relating to Antarctica and the Southern 
Ocean including nearly 300 differ- 
ent books, a big collection of video 
tapes, CDs and DVDs, some audio 
tapes including books read on tape by 
students of the Husmann Elementary 
School, maps, pictures and posters 
and the Primary kits have the ever 
popular kitoags of Antarctic clothing. 
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The Ice Box vision is more than 
just providing support for teaching and 
learning about Antarctica and science. 
Given that Antarctica, like the dinosaur, 
is intrinsically fascinating to children of 
all ages, Betty and | always promote 
Antarctica as a platform or a hook from 
which to launch teaching and learning 
in all areas of the curriculum. It is an 
exciting focus for the social sciences, 
mathematics, information technology, 
all areas of the arts or other subject or 
learning areas bounded only by teach- 
ers’ horizons. (next right) 


The Ice Box service is ‘free to schools’ 
and asks only for a contribution to my 
travelling expenses. For schools in the 
north or west of the State, Tasmania’s 
Own Redline Coaches very kindly pro- 
vides free transport of the kits. 


Apart from the loan of these materi- 
als, another free service | provide to 
schools is an offer to talk with students 
by way of a supporting Power Point 
presentation using the same theme or 
focus being used by the teacher. This 
helps reinforce the learning as well as 
giving students the opportunity to raise 
questions or issues arising from their 
learning unit. 


Over the seven years of its life The 
Ice Box has been to schools in all 
corners of the State, covering Preppies 


to Year 12 and to both Government 


and non-Government schools. In all 
it has been to 51 different Primary 
Schools and 14 High Schools and Col- 
leges. Some schools and classes have 
been regular users. 


As a retirement project, The Ice Box 
has been extremely satisfying and I'd 
like to think I’ve been able to leave 
something of my interest and passion 
for all things Antarctic with another 
generation with the hope that some 
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will take up a career that has some 
association with the continent and its 
significance to the rest of the planet. 


But the time has come for me to 
pull back from this commitment and to 
have a second retirement from things 
Antarctic. The Ice Box’s last outing 
in its present incarnation is with the 
delightful Peregrine School at Nicholls 
Rivulet in the south of the State. (next 
left) 


Incarnation? Like Dr Who, The Ice 
Box is to regenerate. 


With Betty’s agreement, all the accu- 
mulated assets of The Ice Box were 
offered to the Tasmanian Museum and 
Art Gallery to add to its resource bank, 
which supports TMAG's Antarctic and 


Southern Ocean education program 
associated with the Islands to Ice 
exhibition. The transition to TMAG 


is underway. 2009 will see the Ice 
Box re-launched within the museum 
context, with support already indicated 
from the Tasmanian Polar Network. A 
strong commitment from the TMAG 
will ensure The Ice Box remains an 
outreach resource available to schools 
across Tasmania. 


Gordon Bain 
continued >> 
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Chicago, three Bears 
and an Ice Box 


AURORA AUSTRALIS 


: Ick BOX 


Below: Anvers Island, Antarctic Peninsula 


by Margaret 
Brown, from the 2008 Australian Weather 


calendar 


= 
1 


* 


of interest that | 


t is with a deal 
have been following the debate with 
respect to Hobart’s waterfront and 
the varying issues associated with that 


area. Over recent weeks the oppor- 
tunity was afforded me to join with 
the Polar Network for lunch with the 
Russian Ambassador. |! believe there 
iS an opportunity to further extend 
Hobart’s reputation as the Antarctic 
Gateway to Australia by encouraging 
Russia to utilise the Port of Hobart as 
its base for Antarctic Research. 


It is a very important role, which | 
would hope can continue to grow into 
the future with the possibility of further 


Port in Action 


Hobart will host 386 cruise ship 
visits between this November and 
April next year, and it is expected 
that over 100,000 passengers 
and crew will visit five Tasmanian 
ports. 


While the debate regarding build- 
ing the new Royal Hobart Hospitsal 
near the port continues, Tasmanin 
Ports Corporation has announced 
freight movements to southern 
ports grew 17% last financial year, 
making Hobart the fastest growing 
port in the State. Australian and 
international Antarctic and Sothern 
Ocean research vessels and cruise 
ships are also maitain ing Hobart's 
working port status. 


When the Russian Ambassador, 
Mr Alexander V. Blokhin recently 
visited Hobart to familiarise himself 
with TPN capabilities for resupply- 
ing Russian icebreakers, he also 
emphasised the need for a viable 
and cost-competitive port. 


a Rob Valentine 


attention being gained from Germany 
as they seek to further their interests 
in the Southern Ocean and the Ant- 
arctic. 


With so many companies and 
organisations associated with Antarctic 
research and business, the connection 
shows a great deal of promise and 
a very real potential for growth, not 
only cementing our city as one of the 
world’s great Antarctic gateways but as 
a catalyst for further growth in industry 
and scientific research, thus making 
Hobart a very desirable location indeed 
for those engaged in these high-value 
activities. 


and recreational services. 


48 Formby Road, Devonport 
Telephone +61 3 6421 4911 
Facsimile +61 3 6421 4988 
www.tasports.com.au 


Tasmanian Ports Corporation Pty Ltd 


This will benefit Hobart in other 
ways including growth in eco-tourism 
and manufacturing. At this particular 
time we need to work together to see 
this vision realised for the benefit of the 
whole. Any reduction in the capacity 
of our port to cater for this increasingly 
important activity, on a global scale, 
would impact on the economy of not 
only our city but also our State. To 
this end it is important that whatever 
developments occur in Sullivans Cove, 
that the future capacity and nature of 
our working port is highly regarded. 


Alderman Rob Valentine 
Lord Mayor, Hobart 


The Tasmanian Ports Corporation, through the Port of Hobart, plays a vital role in 
fostering the endeavours of the world’s Southern Ocean and Antarctic operators. 


The port is a conveniently located, well-serviced, cost-effective and strategically 
important base for Antarctic, sub-Antarctic and Southern Ocean programs. 


It provides important services for both international and regional vessel operators 
and crew to access fuel, provisions, stevedoring, maintenance, accommodation 


Tasports, a member of the Tasmanian Polar Network, welcomes all enquiries regarding 
its services for Antarctic and Southern Ocean activities. 


Tasmania's 
TRADELINK rs 


‘©. TasPorts — 


S 
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eaders may remember an earlier 
— article about the Ice 

e-mystery project running out of 
the Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery 
and involving UTAS, the AAD, the Uni- 
versity of Alaska and a host of schools 
from both Australia and Alaska. The 
program is now well underway and 
generating some fascinating feedback. 


Middle school classes are paired 
between Alaska and Tasmania (plus 
the QLD School of Travelling Show 
Children) and have begun writing a col- 
laborative science based mystery genre 
storybook on-line. The students have 
been given firm backgrounds in the 
sciences of the region and training in 
both literary and artistic techniques to 
help capture the wonder and ‘mystery’ 
of the polar regions. 


Cape Barren Island Students 
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In June project coordinators Andy 
Baird from TMAG and Dr Sandy Zicus 
from UTAS travelled to Fairbanks, 
Alaska to train the Alaskan teachers. 
Support for the trip come from the Tas- 
manian Polar Network and the National 
Science Foundation in the USA. Andy 
also visited some of the remote Arctic 
regions where participating schools are 
located. The remoteness of places 
such as Kwethluk and Kasigluk on 
the Kuskokwim delta in the Western 
Alaskan tundra is belied by their 
schools satellite dishes perched above 
the classroom. In a community where 
the local Yupik Indian population rely 
on subsistence hunting the school had, 
in the words of the Ket’acik & Aapal- 
luk Memorial School principal “enough 
server power to run NASA’. 


Such connectivity to the wider world 


certainly helps share stories across 
the globe. The following is an edited 
student exchange about possible 
story ideas, recorded on the interac- 
tive website the students are using to 
discuss their stories as well as write 
their collaborative works (www.iem. 
tmag.tas.gov.au). 


Note the character is a ‘flying 
penguin’ hence the references to 
‘wings’ in a flight context! Yes it is a 
mystery story remember; you'll have to 
read the whole story on-line to work 
out what happens! 


Cape Barren Island Primary 
School, Tasmania, Australia 
students: 


Are there any good Yup’ik names 


..After the penguin has met differ- 
ent penguin species and they tell him 
about the lack of fish he meets an 
Arctic tern who has bred in the Arctic 
and is in Antarctica from Oct til May. 
He tells the flying penguin about the 
Arctic so the flying penguin decides to 
travel up there to see if there are more 
fish in the Arctic...... 


When he meets each of the penguins 
they give him a bit of information about 
why he is different from them. (e.g the 
adelie penguin lay their eggs on rocky 
shores or sandy beaches). The last 
one he meets is the emperor penguin. 
He is nearly the same as them, but he 
has wings. This makes him really sad 
cos he doesn't fit in anywhere. The he 
meets the tern who tells him about the 
Arctic so he decides to look there. 
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Akiuk Memorial School, Alaska, 
USA students: 


Wow! We really liked your ideas. You 
are all so creative! 


We would love to give the penguin 
a Yup’ik name. We had a hard time 
picking a Yup’ik name, so we listed 
some of his character traits to help us. 
Then we translated them into Yup’ik. 
We thought of Lonely (Kimetaralria), 
Smart (Elisngalria), Curious (Paqna- 
talria), Different (Ayugailngua), Brave 
(Alinguailnguq), and Adventurous (Aya- 
gayungetuia). We know these words 
look hard and are hard to pronounce. 
If we did decide to use one of these 
for a name, we thought maybe we 
could include another fact page at the 
end explaining what his name means 
and telling a little bit about the Yup’ik 
language and culture.... ? We should 
also include some information about 


Alison Lester showing art techniques to 
Tasmanian teachers. 


your culture, too, then (if we did use 
the idea, that is). 


Cape Barren Island Primary 
School, Tasmania, Australia 
students: 


We loved your Yup’ik name sug- 
gestions and we liked Ayugailngua the 
best. Can you please tell us how to 
pronounce it? We have tried but we 
don’t sound very good. 


We think having a fact sheet about 
your culture would be magnificent. 


Behind such interactions is a wealth 
of dialogue, self directed learning and 


engaged science discovery. Most of 
the Australian schools have received 
visits by three UTAS PhD students 
employed as Teacher Associates for 
the project. Joel Pedro, Alex Fraser 
and Jacqui Foster are all working 
in diverse fields of Antarctic science 
and bring their passion and personal 
stories to the school students through 
demonstrations, slideshows and on-line 
answering of queries that arise as the 
stories unfold. As Strahan Primary 
teacher Lisa Neilson stated: ” Kids 
loved the hands on experiment and 
have really benefitted from the wealth 
of knowledge that Joel was able to 
bestow upon them!” 


Preparing teachers for a_ science, 
art, literature investigation of polar 
realms is a tall order, but the enthusi- 
asm with which the 24 teachers from 
across the globe have responded has 
been fantastic. At the teacher training 
workshops in both countries teachers 
visited polar research institutes (in Aus- 
tralia the AAD, UTAS), museums, heard 
a range of lectures from scientists and 
were provided with a wealth of material 
including Antarctic krill and a model 
Emperor penguin egg. This last prop 
was created to assist in a mystery 
frame up to help students engage with 
the mystery genre whilst at the same 
time learning about Antarctic history 
and biology. It related to the Apsley 
Cherry-Garrard account “the Worst 
Journey in the World” about collecting 
an egg in mid winter 1911. As one 
teacher said of how they ran the frame 
up: 


“The mystery "frame up" was 
extremely successful! Actually, — it 
almost got out of hand. We included 
many people in our "conspiracy" to 
create the mystery of the missing egg. 
Our principal, assistant principal, the 
art specialist, a local police officer, 
and the cooperation of all our staff 
convinced the entire student body 
the "priceless" Emperor penguin egg 
from the London Museum was stolen. 
We actually got some calls from the 
community concerned about what was 
happening at the school! This part 


h 
een es ;: 
Pee bl NDON 4.114 MI. 


Barrow, Alaska 


of the "plan" went incredibly well and 
really motivated the students to get 
into writing their own mystery." 


Getting a community involved in 
students learning about polar science 
is indeed a ‘priceless’ outcome of the 
project. Ice e-mystery will continue to 
have impacts beyond the24 teachers 
and over 500 students involved. The 
model of e-collaboration, will be made 
available to all Australian school teach- 
ers through the Australian Govern- 
ment’s Australian Schools Innovations in 
Science Technology and Mathematics 
program who have funded the project. 


Andy Baird 


Manager: Centre for Learning and_Discov- 
ery Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery. 


Margate Primary School student with letters 
to Alaskan friends. 
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Douglas Mawson Stamps (art 3) 


Gordon Bain 


Huts and another anniversary 


On 8 January 1912 the SY. Aurora 
captained by John King Davis arrived 
at Cape Denison, Commonwealth Bay 
with Douglas Mawson to establish the 
Main Base of the Australasian Antarctic 
Expedition (AAE). Serious unloading 
commenced on 10 January and by 
19 January, when the Aurora left with 
Frank Wilds to set up the Western 
Base, all stores had been unloaded. 


“The only shelter was a cluster of 
four tents and a temporary room con- 
structed of cases containing benzene, 
so the first consideration was the 
erection of a commodious living-hut.” 
(Douglas Mawson, Home of the Bliz- 
zard). 


By 380 January the main building 
was almost completed and the whole 
party of 18 men slept under its roof. 
A smaller hut that had been destined 
for use by a second landing party had 
that been possible was integrated with 
the main hut structure on its leeward 
side. By mid February the huts were 
complete in all respects and the scien- 
tific and other work of the expedition 
was already in full swing. 


The proclamation of the Australian 
Antarctic Territory was more than 20 
years in the future and even longer to 
the issue of postage stamps featuring 
the territory. But this is not to say that 
the philatelic history was not already 
being made. 


Cachets used on the AAE 1911-14 


AUSTRALASIAN ANTARCTIC 


EXPEDITION 1911. 


Prior to the AAE, Mawson had 
approached the Australian Government 
through Postmaster General J Thomas 
for a special postage stamp but the 
request was refused. It has been said, 
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however, that the Commonwealth did 
give the AAE permission to have special 
rubber stamps for cancelling Australian 
stamps on envelopes ‘posted’ at Mac- 
quarie Island and in Antarctica. 


Before we return to the story of 
Mawson’s Huts, let us look at another 
philatelically interesting snippet from 
Mawson’s British, Australian and New 
Zealand Antarctic Research Expedition 
1929-31. There has been some argu- 
ment about the legitimacy of the special 
cachet used during that expedition. 
BANZARE had two distinct parts — the 
expedition ship SY. Discovery first 
sailed from Cape Town on 19 October 
1929 and completed the first part on 
its arrival in Adelaide on 1 April 1930; 
the ship then sailed out of Hobart on 
22 November 1930, returning to the 
same port on 19 March 1931. During 
the second half of BANZARE, Douglas 
Mawson returned to Cape Denison and 
revisited his old huts. 


The cachet over which there is argument 
used a 1930-31 reference for the BANZARE 
and not the fuller, and more correct, 
1929-31. 


Back to the Huts. There was initial 
reconnaissance work in the 1970s by 
members of ANARE and a summer 
field party in 1977/78. These started 
a renewed interest in the Huts from 
the private and public sectors. In 1978 
Mawson’s Huts were placed on the 
Register of the National Estate. 


A 1982 expedition by the private 
Oceanic Research Foundation prefaced 
the major activities of Project Blizzard 
in 1984/85 and 1985/86. While there 
were no Official postage stamp issues, 
the events are well recorded in our 
philatelic history. 


The AAP Mawson’s Huts Foundation 
established in 1996 saw further work 
on the site, starting with an inspection 
in 1996/97 followed by two summer 
expeditions - 1997/98 and 2000/01. 


philately 


PROJECT BLIZZARD. 
864.85 expedition 


Apart from special commemora- 
tive envelopes like this one with 
its ‘Cinderellas” (‘non-postage’ 
stamps and stickers), there were 
a number of special cachets 
used, such as - 


1999 saw the release of an AAT 
stamp series specifically given over to 
Mawson’s Huts. The official Australian 
release was on 13 May 1999, followed 
progressively at the stations in Novem- 
ber, December and January. 


MAWSON'S HUTS, CAME DENISON 
CONSHAWATION PRONE T 
1997-98 


1019 


This commemorative cover used postage 
stamps from the 1997 ‘50th Anniversary of 
ANARE’ series, and had special postmarks 
and cachets. 


Mawson and his three Antarctic expe- 
ditions feature in 6 of the 20 stamps in 
the ‘Australians in the Antarctic 1901- 
2001’ series issued on 17 May 2001. 
The BAE 1907-09 features on two 5¢ 
stamps - the Nimrod on one and the 
attainment of the South Magnetic Pole 
on another. The AAE 1911-14 features 
on a 10¢ stamp —- showing the first 
ever wireless operations from Antarc- 
tica. BANZARE 1929-31 holds pride of 
place with three different 10¢ stamps. 
First is the iconic picture of a balacl- 
ava-clad Mawson, the next is of the 
scientific personnel of the BANZARE 
on board Discovery. The last is Frank 
Hurley’s image taken at Cape Denison 
on 5 January 1931 — 


continued >> 
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Polar News 


Ice Flights 


Two extraordinary Antarctic flights 
took place this year. 


On September 11 a C-17 Globemas- 
ter Ill, piloted by US Air Force Lieutenant 
Colonel Jim McGann, flew south from 
Christchurch, NZ and touched down at 
Pegasus runway near McMurdo Station 
four hours later, making aviation history 
by being the first night flight to Antarc- 
tica. Pilots used night vision goggles 
and the runway had retro reflective 
cones laid out to guide the aircraft in. 
According to Jim McGann (pictured), 
flight conditions were just above the 
minimum required for safety, with poor 
visibility and storms encountered during 
the flight. Twenty pilots were aboard to 


observe how night flights would work. 


Whereas flights were previously 
restricted to late August through to 
mid February, the success of this night 
flight means possibly extending the 
season for scientific research, as well 
as medical evacuation opportunities. 


The second flight took place on 
November 5, when a badly _ injured 
Australian was airlifted from a sea-ice 
runway specially constructed near 
Davis Station, to Hobart, Tasmania. 
A ski-equipped LC-1380 Hercules left 
McMurdo Station for a 2,400 km flight 
to Davis Station and the next day, 
safely completed the 10-hour flight to 
Hobart. A combined US and Austral- 
ian medical team was aboard to treat 
the patient, who had multiple fractures 
after an all-terrain vehicle accident. The 
US Antarctic program, managed by the 
National Science Foundation, coordi- 
nated this international air cooperation, 
as efforts made by Aurora Australis to 
reach Davis to evacuate the patient 
earlier were hampered by bad weather 
and sea-ice. 


Because of this diversion, Aurora 
Australis was unable to offload per- 
sonnel due to prepare Wilkins runway 
for Airbus A819 flights, and both ship- 
ping and flight schedules have been 
amended this season. 


This commemorative cover has First Day of 
Issue franking at each of the Antarctic sta- 

tions. The postmark used for the Australian 
release had a Huts theme 
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An interesting snippet on the release of 
this series was an error in the Kingston 
postcode. ‘7060’ was used on machine 
cancellations at Australia Post’s Phila- 
telic Bureau, but ‘7050’ (the correct code) 
on hand cancellations. 


AGAP Project 


A sub-glacial mountain range buried 


under four kilometres of ice is the 
focus of a multi-national project this 
year. The aim of Antarctica's Gam- 
burtsev Province (AGAP) project is 
to find the best location for ice-core 
drilling, into what is believed to be the 
oldest ice on Earth, for clues to past, 
present and future climate change. An 
Australian team is setting up AGAP 
North Field, a remotre field camp and 
skiway to support aircraft operations. 
North Field Leader is Eric Phillips, of 
Icetrek Expeditions, who wil oversee a 
team of scientists, engineers, pilots and 
support staff from UK, USA, Germany, 
Australia, Japan and China. 


“At noon the Proclamation was read 
by Sir Douglas Mawson. Captain Mac- 
Kenzie hoisted the flag and the land 
extending west to the 142 Meridian east 
was proclaimed for Great Britain under 
the name of King George V Land.” 
(Log of the SY. Discovery 1930-31, 
maintained by Lt J B Child) 


The end of this series on the life 
and work of Sir Douglas Mawson as 
depicted in Australian philatelic history 
coincides with the release of Beau 
Riffenburgh’s new book Racing with 
Death: Douglas Mawson, Antarctic 
Explorer. [see Publications this edition] 


All images by the author from his 
philatelic collection. 
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Polar Publications 


BOOKS 


with Death: 
Mawson, Antarctic Explorer by 
Beau Riffenburgh. Published by 
Bloomsbury. Price: $35.00 

¢ Describes Mawson's 1911 Aus- 
tralasian Expedition and his coura- 
geous efforts to reach the South 
Pole, return to base and endure a 
year in Antarctica before his ship's 
return. 


Racing Douglas 


Eight Men in a Crate: The Ordeal 
of the Advance Party of the Trans- 
Antarctic Expedition 1955-1957, 
by Anthea Arnold. Published by 
Bluntisham Books and Erskine 
Press. Price: $50 

e Based on the diary of Rainer 
Goldsmith, Medical officer, Vet- 
erinary Surgeon and Dentist, this 
book describes how the advance 
party were forced to winter-over in 
a Sno-cat crate and pyramid tents 
because of inadequate logistics. 


Ice Captain: The Life of J.R. Stem- 
house, by Stephen Haddersley. 
Published by The History Press. 
Price: $40.00. 

e Describes the achievements of 
Captain Sternhouse, who _ freed 
the SS Aurora from pack ice and 
rescued survivors of Shackleton's 
Ross Sea shore party. 


Antarctic Destinies: Scott, Shack- 
leton and the Changing Face of 
Heroism, by Stephanie Barcze- 
wski. Published by Hambledon 
Continuum. Price: $50.00. 

e Focuses on these Antarctic 
explorers' most heroic expeditions, 
as well as how the evolution of 
their individual reputations was 
influenced by the broader cultural 
changes in Britain and USA. 


Face To Face: Polar Portraits by 
Huw Lewis-Jones. Published by 
Cambridge Polar World for Scott 
Polar Research Institute. Price: 
$80.00. 
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¢ This is the first book to 
examine the history and role of 
polar exploration photography from 
the earliest photographs from 1845 
through to the present day. Almost 
all of the historic imagery has not 
been seen before, and the book 
includes a foreword by Sir Ran- 
nulph Fiennes and afterword by 
author Hugh Brody. 


Power Plays 05: Cold War, by 
Tom Clancy, Martin Greenburg 
and Jerome Presler. Published 
by Berkely Books. Price $US7.99 
(Amazon) 

e Readers may be interested to 
know that the mention of ‘mobile 
apple huts' in this Antarctic novel 
refers to the fibreglass Igloos made 
in Tasmania. [Thanks to Gordon 


Bain for finding the reference] 


Polar News 


Island Leader 

Jason Ahrens will perform the 
combined role of Station Leader 
and Building Services Supervisor 
at Macquarie Island next year. 
He was previously employed by 
the Division in 2007 when he 
wintered at Davis as the winter 
Building Services Supervisor and 
senior plumber and was also the 
Deputy Station Leader. Jason has 
extensive plumbing industry expe- 
rience with responsibility for staff 
and contractor management and 
he has been a member of the 
Country Fire Authority for thirteen 
years, and is currently a crew 
leader and was for three years 
the Brigade captain. Jason will 
commence work at the Division in 
early January 2009. 


New office-bearers 
Tasmanian Polar Network Com- 
mittee members this year are: 
Bill Lawson (SKM), Chairman 
Geraldine Edwards (Moonraker) 
Senior Deputy Chairman 
John Brennan (Veolia) Deputy 
Chairman 


Dr Kelvin Michael (IASOS): 
Treasurer 
Richard Fader (Purdon & 


Fesatherstone) Secretary 

Irina Gan Committee Member 
Committee Member 

Peter Fewkes(William Adams): 
Committee Member 


Helen Thomas-Joyce is TPN's 
new Media Consultant 


New Airport Chief 


Hobart’s International Airport 
has announced that Brett Reiss 
will be its new Chief Executive 
Officer, replacing Wayne Tucker 
from January 12 next year. 
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3-5 December 2008 XXXI symposium on Polar Biology. Tokyo, Japan 


15-19 December 2008 American Geophysical Union Meeting. San Francisco, California, USA 

6-9 February 2009 Wooden Boat Festival. Hobart Tasmania 

6 March 2009 Tasmanian Polar Network Meeting. Hobart, Tasmania (to be confirmed) 

15-20 March 2009 Gordon Research Conference in Polar Marine Science. Tuscany, Italy. Contact David Thomas, 
oss102@bangor.ac.uk 

1-3 April 2009 Malaysian International Seminar on Antarctica - Legacy of IPY to the Tropics. Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia 

16-17 April 2009 XXXIl Antarctic Treaty Commission Meeting - CEP XIl. Baltimore, USA 

26-27 April 2009 Sub-Antarctic Forum. Hobart, Tasmania. See www.subantarctic.org 

5 June 2009 TPN meeting. Hobart, Tasmania (to be confirmed) 

Flights 


The Airbus 319 flight schedule is not available at 


this time. Please check updates on www.aad.gov. 


au 
8 December 


6 December 


9 December 


9 December 
12 December 
1 January 
7 January 
14 January 
24 January 
1 February 
5 February 


6 February 


2008 S/6A/S76A+ F76-7,8 
Davis to Mawson and return 


2008 S76A/S76A+ F76-9,10 
Davis to Mawson and return 


2008 Basler Turbine DCS FAGAPN 
Davis to McMurdo 


2008 Twin Otter FBAS 
Davis to Rothera 


2008 C-212 FCA4 
Casey to Davis. 


2009 Basler Turbine DC3 FDC3-1 
McMurdo to Casey 


2009 C-212, FCO8A, FCO8B 
Casey to Dome C and return 


2009 C-212 FCO9A, FCO9B 
Casey to Dome C and return 


2009 C-212 FCA5, FCA6 
Davis to Casey and return 


2009 C-212 FCA7 
Davis to Casey 


2009 Basler Turbine DC3 FDC3-2 
Casey to McMurdo 


2009 C-212 FCO3, FC04 
Casey to Hobart. (to be confirmed) 


Helicopter Resources ern. 


With over twenty years of Antarctic Experience, 
Helicopter Resources has forged an enviable 
record in the service and support of Antarctic 
Operations. 


Helicopter Resources is committed to safety, reli- 
ability and customer satisfaction. 


Helicopter Resources - experts in the field 
of Antarctic Helicopter Support. 


Phone: 03 6248 5130 
Fax: 03 6248 5342 


PO Box 321 Rosny Tasmania 7018 


Email: helires@helicopterres.com.au 
www.helicopterres.com.au 
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shipping & Air Calendar 


3-9 


12 
15-17 
19 
14-28 


27-30 


28 


December 
December 
December 
December 
December 
December 
December 


December 


December 
January 


December 
January 
January 
January 
January 
January 
January 
January 
January 
January 
January 


January 
February 


February 
February 
February 
February 
February 
February 
February 
February 


2008 
2008 
2008 
2008 
2008 
2008 
2008 


2008 


2008- 
2009 


2008 
2009 
2009 
2009 
2009 
2009 
2009 
2009 
2009 
2009 
2009 


2009- 
2009 


2009 
2009 
2009 
2009 
2009 
2009 
2009 
2009 


Aurora Australis 
LAstrolabe 

Spirit of Enderby 
L’Astrolabe 
Aurora Australis 
UAstrolabe 
Sarsen 


Aurora Australis 


Sarsen 


Kapitan Khlebnikov 
Kapitan Khlebnikov 
Kapitan Khlebnikov 
Marina Svetaeva 
Marina Svetaeva 
Orion 

Sarsen 

L’'Astrolabe 
Amderma 

Orion 

Aurora Australis 
Amderma 


Orion 

Marina Svetaeva 
Marina Svetaeva 
Amderma 
Amderma 
Aurora Australis 
Marina Svetaeva 
Marina Svetaeva 


V2 
TS 
T3 
TS 
V2 
TS 


V2 


T6 
T6 
T6 
7 
T7 
TQ 


T8 
V4 
T9 
V3 
V4 


T9 
T7 
T11 
V4 
V4 
V5 
TH 
T14 


Casey Station 

Departs Hobart 

Bluff, NZ. 

Commonwealth Bay, Dumont D'Urville 
Davis Station 

Arrives Hobart 


Departs Punta Arenas for Antarctic Peninsula and 
returns to Ushuaia 


Arrives Fremantle, WA, departs for Syowa Station. 


Departs Ushuaia for Antarctic Peninsula and returns 


Departs Hobart for Macquarie Island 
Macquarie Island 

Arrives Hobart 

Departs Hobart for Macquarie Island 
Macquarie Island 

Departs Bluff, NZ 

Departs Ushuaia for Antarctic Peninsula and returns 
Commonwealth Bay 

Departs Hobart 

Macquarie Island 

Syowa Station (Japan) 

Casey Station 


Arrives Bluff, NZ 

Arrives Bluff, NZ 

Departs Bluff, NZ 

Davis Station 

Mawson Station 

Arrives Hobart, departs for Macquarie Island 
Macquarie Island 

Arrives Hobart 


Check www.aad.gov.au or www.tasports.com.au/port_services/arrivalshobart.ntml for updates. 
Flights - see Polar Calendar, page 27. 
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Metocean Saruicee International 
16 Gregory St, Sandy Bay 
Tasmania 7005. Australia 

Tel. +61 3 62240788 


www. metoceanservices.com 


Also in South Africa 


stefan@metoceanservices.com 
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Metocean Services International 
1 Gabriel Place, Gabriel Road 
Cape Town 7800 South Africa 

Tel. +27 21 7975554 


Metocean Services |nternational 
16 Gregory St, Sandy Bay 
Tasmania 7005. Australia 
Tel. +61 3 62240788 

www. metoceanservices.com 
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Fine, Old & Rare Books 


Specialising in Tasmaniana 
& Antarctica 


First floor, 81 Salamanca Place, Hobart 
Phone /Fax: (03) 6223 8644 
e-mail: books@astrolabebooks.com.au 


www.astrolabebooks.com.au 


ve" Wallhead Multimedia 
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ideas, unique solutions and GSTO 


affordable prices - all this and 
more from Wallhead Multimedia. 


Quilt and Pillow 


Manufacture and Rejuvenation Specialists 


Specialising in Web Development, 
Web Consultancy, General Business 
ar ‘anslation Services ‘ ‘ : 
and Translation Service After a trip to the Antarctic or our own Tasmanian 


wilderness, your bedding needs special attention. 


Phone Peter for more for compl 
information and mention this Come to us for co p ele care. 
code: ibdecO8 to receive We wash and loft, rejuvenate and recase existing quilts, pillows and 
5% off \ your first order. sleeping bags or manufacture new products according to your sleep 


and warmth preferences, and all climatic conditions. 

We use all natural down and feather and miteproof 100% cotton 

5 | 0 ”) 7 g 0 790 0 japara casings to provide a product worthy of your investment, at af- 
: one* f fordable and competitive prices. 

rnone. 4 & & 7 Now situated in Kingston(behind the Kingston Hotel), we are a 
wholly Tasmanian owned and operated business. 


www.wallheadmultimedia.com Snuggle Down Inn Kingston 
Shop 2 Kingston Gateway Shopping Centre 
yy Phone 62 271790 or 0410220293 
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P&O WA. 


Maritime Services Specialist Shipping Services 


P&O Maritime Services 
is recognised as a 
premier provider of 
specialist shipping and 
related logistic services 
to defence, marine 
science and 


research, 


mining and 


government 


sectors 


GPO Box 88, Melbourne Vic 3001 Australia 
Telephone +61 3 9254 1600 Facsimile +61 3 9254 1658 
www.pomaritime.com manager@pomaritime.com 


Lone Worker Monitoring Syste? ‘EE 


The system, as designed and supplied by Marcom Watson, 
nas been developed to reduce risk and improve safety 

in the workplace. It is ideal for personnel working in 
hazardous environments and those that may be the sole 
employee onsite outside normal business hours. 


The monitoring system utilises two-way radio operation 
9 confirm the person being monitored is active and Is 
responding. It requests that an operator press the PTT 
button on the selected handset / mobile radio at a regular 
intervals and acknowledge an automatic voice page from 
he base radio. 


n the event there is no response to the page, an alarm 
event will occur after five consecutive non-responses. 
The system will start a dial sequence to a designated list 
of phone numbers and will replay a recorded voice 
message to alert supervisors of the failed response. 


Text to Speech Engine EE 


The system has been developed to provide a flexible 
communication solution that integrates and adds value 

to existing systems. The Text to Speech Engine provides 
personnel with greater access to radio communications with 
workers out in the field. 


Radio System Integration ModuleS EEE 


Further systems can be integrated with the Lone Worker 
Monitoring System and Text to Speech Engine to 
enhance operation. 


y | Marcom 
Watson 


116 Forster Street, Launceston Tasmania, AUSTRALIA 7248 
FREECALL; 1800 630 611 
FAX: 03 6331 6332 


Radio Contral Page 


Using any standard email program you are able to send 


an email as text to a pre-configured email address that will 


redirect your email as voice over the radio system. Radio 


will generate an email response when the message has 


been received. 


= Pre-recorded Announcements (wav files or text) 


+> Low Level Contact Interface 


> Email and Data Logging 


> PC Application |ntegration e.g. launch web page 


i PO Box 836, Launceston Tasmania, AUSTRALIA 7 
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PHONE: 03 6331 2711 
EMAIL: info@marcomwatson.com.au 
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